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Changes to pre-registration EDS competencies
Information for practice educatorsKey changes:
· Sign off terms changed from ‘developing’ and ‘achieved’ to ‘evidenced’
· Hours changed from mandatory to recommended

The pre-registration EDS competencies were introduced in 2021 with the expectation that students would graduate having achieved the competencies by 2026. HEIs and practice educators have been working hard to try to provide opportunities for students to achieve these competencies. In the summer of 2025, RCSLT recognised that there were two issues that needed to be resolved to ensure students would be able to achieve the competencies. RCSLT surveyed members with potential solutions to these issues. 322 people responded with responses from HEI staff, practice educators, clinical specialist in EDS and student SLTs.

Lack of clarity around the terms ‘developing’ and ‘achieved’ – the survey showed that respondents were confused about what this meant. Over 93 % of respondents agreed that changing the terminology to ‘evidenced’ would improve understanding.  For the competence to be verified once, the practice educator will confirm that the learner has appropriately evidenced the competence in their setting on one occasion with a non-complex case (where relevant). The level of support provided by the educator should reflect the student’s stage on the course.

Difficulties in achieving full number of hours – Students were required to complete 60 hours to achieve pre-registration EDS sign off. This comprised of a minimum of 30 hours direct with adults and 10 hours direct with paediatrics. 81% of respondents to the survey agreed that it would be beneficial to change the hours from mandatory to recommended. Although there were concerns about the impact this would have on student preparedness for the workplace, most respondents felt the change would reduce the stress and anxiety for students and practice educators in trying to meet the hours. It is felt this is a pragmatic solution due to the challenges in acquiring the mandatory EDS placement hours across some SLT programmes. Therefore, RCSLT have updated the competency framework changing hours from mandatory to recommended. Students will still need to keep a log of these hours to use in their portfolio when they enter the workplace and HEI’s will strive to ensure hours are achieved across an appropriate range of settings.

For further information please see the pre-registration EDS competencies (2025). Please note that we are working through the webpages to update supporting information. If you have any questions or would like support, please email Kathleen.graham@rcslt.org.



image1.png
. T RCSLT




