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PhD Probationary Assessment - Preliminary Report for Assessors

	The Candidate

	Name:

School and Research Centre/ Institute:

	Title of PhD project:

	Assessment Panel Members (please indicate Chair)

1.

2.

	Assessor

	Name:


	Preliminary Report 

	The assessor is requested to give a reasoned assessment of the candidate’s proposal/report taking into account the research paradigm and the stage of study. The assessor is asked to judge whether the candidate has demonstrated sufficiently that by the end of the registration period they should be able to produce a thesis that will meet the criteria for the award for which the candidate is registered. (Approx 300 words. Please return to the Graduate School at least two working days prior to the viva).  

Assessors should comment on:

· Clarity of background and rationale for the research 

· Grasp of research paradigm including, but not only, methodology

· Clarity of the research question/aims and objectives/hypotheses

· Understanding of possible outcomes and insight into impact planning 

· Awareness of possible ethical challenges 

· Depth of literature or evidence review (if applicable)

· Quality of writing and presentation

· Overall research project plan 
Does this research have any IP concerns that need to be discussed in the assessment (for example, ownership of creative output) YES/NO 

 

(if yes, please ensure they are raised by the panel in the assessment and documented in the joint report

	Provisional Recommendation

	Please indicate your provisional recommendation from the four options below:

(a) Confirm registration as PhD candidate

(b) Resubmit amendments

(c) Resubmit with amendments and second viva

(d) Recommend for deregistration

Signed:                                                                                            Date:


Instructions
· Please review the candidate’s probationary report and submit your preliminary report no later than two working days before the candidate’s viva date. 

· Forms should be submitted to graduateschool@qmu.ac.uk.
Other Information
Following submission, your report will be shared with the other panel members.

Assessors are asked to meet immediately prior to the viva. If assessors have serious concerns regarding the candidate’s research proposal and plan, assessors should arrange an earlier pre-assessment meeting to discuss how the issues will be investigated further during the viva.  The Graduate School can be contacted to advise or offer direction where needed.
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