QMU Year 4 Placement Overview - Schools

This is the final 10-week block on placement for our students. Please note the start date for placements are determined by nationally agreed local authority processes for the matching of placements (since the GTCS withdrew from managing the process of allocating placements in 2024). This placement begins on the earliest date permitted nationally, which is why it straddles the winter break and continues in January to complete the required 10 weeks. We thank you for your understanding.
The Year 3 placement was focused on developing deep knowledge of and skills in planning, teaching and assessment, building up to blocks of responsibility. This placement students will be building to longer periods of consecutive days of full responsibility for the class. 
Students are required by the end of this placement to meet all 8 areas of the SPR. This placement is their opportunity to continue to develop their practice in preparation for their first steps into probation!

Placement Criteria
The student will:
· Plan to teach across all curricular areas working within the class termly plan.
· The teaching should normally be whole class.
· Complete a full lesson plan for each lesson in week 2.
· From Week 3 onwards there should be least one observation per week carried out by the SBE (except in the week of the Joint Observation).
· Build up to consecutive days of full responsibility.
· By the end of placement, demonstrate ability to meet all 8 areas of the SPR and preparedness to take the next steps into probation.
· Complete and reflect on a visit to the feeder secondary school.
Lesson Plans
The focus for students in this placement is to plan, teach and assess progressive learning, using lesson evaluations to plan and inform the teaching and learning which will take place in the next lesson.  The weekly planner should be used to detail key details and record evaluations.
Please note that to help with organisation of the placement, we split the school day into four.  Morning to break and break to lunch are described as quarter days with the afternoon split into two, making the other two quarters.  A quarter day usually refers to a single lesson.  A half day would be morning up until lunch or lunch until the end of the day.  This is just a rough guideline as we realise that not all school days are broken up like this and we are happy to work flexibly within your own context.  

Weekly Placement Breakdown 

Week 1
Students should:
· Observe SBE teaching across the curriculum.
· Observe the class routines across the day and week.
· Observe the SBE’s approach to managing the class, groups and individual pupils.  As part of this process, discuss how children learn and consider approaches to integrated learning.
· Gather school / class documentation and upload to PDP. 
· Complete all relevant health & safety and risk assessments.
· Agree with SBE areas of planning, teaching and assessment to take responsibility for.
· Support SBE with teaching of the class (e.g. taking a group).

Week 2
Students should:
· Plan, teach and assess one lesson per day in any curricular area but should normally include literacy and numeracy. They should use the full lesson plan template for this week only. This is a suggestion - they can do more! Single lessons using the full template will allow SBEs to get a good sense of their foundational skills at this stage.
· Assist SBE with teaching and learning when they are not responsible for teaching.
· Discuss overview of teaching going forward with the SBE, looking at termly plans.
· Take feedback on board and adjust accordingly.

Week 3
Students should:
· Across week three, plan, teach and assess three quarter days (the equivalent of three lessons) and two half days minimum, using the weekly planner.
· Assist SBE with teaching and learning when they are not responsible for teaching.
· Complete a minimum of one recorded observation by the SBE.

Week 4
Students should:
· Plan, teach and assess two half days and two full days minimum.
· Assist SBE with teaching and learning when they are not responsible for teaching.
· Complete a minimum of one recorded observation by the SBE.

Week 5
Students should:
· Plan, teach and assess two half days and two full days minimum.
· Assist SBE with teaching and learning when they are not responsible for teaching.
· Complete a minimum of one recorded observation by the SBE.
· Midway review due by the end of the week.
 
Week 6
Students should:
· Plan, teach and assess four consecutive days.
· Assist SBE with teaching and learning when they are not responsible for teaching.
· Complete a minimum of one recorded observation by the SBE.

Week 7
Students should:
· Plan, teach and assess four consecutive days.
· Assist SBE with teaching and learning when they are not responsible for teaching.
· Complete a minimum of one recorded observation by the SBE.

Week 8
Students should:
· Plan, teach and assess four consecutive days. (Please note: we are aware that the Christmas period will be in full flow by this point! We understand the need to be flexible and would advise that you and your student decide together what is feasible for them to do in the run up to the break, etc).
· Assist SBE with teaching and learning when they are not responsible for teaching.
· Complete a minimum of one recorded observation by the SBE.

Week 9
Students should:
· Plan, teach and assess by negotiation with SBE. (Again, we understand the need to be flexible given that it is a new term and just back from a break).
· Assist SBE with teaching and learning when they are not responsible for teaching.
· Complete a minimum of one recorded observation by the SBE.
· Final Report due by end of this week.

Week 10
· Teaching this week is flexible to support the handover. If the student needs to do more full days (e.g. if any absence has affected this) please do.  They can also work on any areas they or SBE feel need more development.
· Students should take as many opportunities as they can to observe other classes and practice.
· Students should reflect with SBE, informed by the final report, on overall placement and consider targets and next steps for development which may feed into the student’s ITE profile.

Weekly Self-Evaluation:
Each week students will be asked to critically reflect on the teaching and learning in one lesson from the week in more depth. They will be expected to draw on theory, literature and policy to inform their reflections as well as connect to the SPR. Students should engage with professional reading and collegiate discussions with the SBE or other school staff and review university content to inform these. SBEs should read and sign the completed self-evaluation via Pebble Pocket before students upload to their PDP. 
