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PhD by Publication Probationary Assessment - Joint Assessors’ Report
	The Candidate

	Name:



	School, Division and Research Centre:



	Title of project:



	Route:      Retrospective/Prospective 



	Assessment Panel Members (please indicate Chair):

1.

2.

	Date of viva voce assessment 

	

	Joint Report on written assessment

	The assessors are asked to judge whether the candidate has demonstrated sufficiently that by the end of the registration period they should be able to produce a thesis, with the required number of publications that will meet the criteria for the award for which the candidate is registered.

Assessors should comment on:

· Clarity of background and rationale for the research

· Clarity of the research question/ aims and objectives/ hypotheses

· Grasp of research paradigm including philosophy, theoretical framework and methodology

· Understanding of possible outcomes and insight into impact planning

· Awareness of any ethical challenges

· Depth of literature or evidence review (if applicable)

· Quality of writing and presentation in the publications and the work submitted

· The overall research project plan

· READ Programme plans (Prospective route only)

· Arrangements for training, development and resources required to complete the project.



	Report on performance at viva

	Assessors should comment on:

· Ability to justify chosen methods

· Understanding of possible limitations of study

· Understanding of the wider field



	Comments on project

	Guidance: Please remember to work within the criteria set out here noting that the candidate’s research has already been approved through their Outline Proposal and guided by their supervisory team. The assessors’ role should not be to approve/disapprove the candidate’s research proposal. Assessors can include constructive suggestions (but may not require changes) for the development of the project, such as making comments or suggestions regarding the candidate’s data collection methods. 



	Issues to bring to the attention of the School

	Assessors may make limited suggestions regarding the conduct of the project for consideration by the Graduate School. (For example: need for additional training or supervisory expertise, issues related to resources).



	Decision

	Please indicate your recommendation of outcome from the five options below:

(a) Confirm registration as PhD by Publication candidate

(b) Defer decision pending further information (ensure the report is clear on what further information is required).   
Timeline for submission of further information:
Further meeting required:  YES/NO

(c) Advise the Graduate School Academic Board to refuse deregistration
Signed (Panel Chair):




       Date:

Signature of the panel chair confirms approval of both panel members. 



Instructions
· The Chair of the Assessment panel is required to submit the Joint Report (with an assessment outcome) no later than five working days after the date of the candidate’s viva. 

· The Joint Report should be submitted to the graduateschool@qmu.ac.uk
Further Information
Once submitted, members of the Graduate School Academic Board will review the Joint Report and the recommended outcome and, if appropriate, approve it for release to the candidate and their Supervisory Team.

If the panel has requested a resubmission then the Chair of the panel will be required to check the resubmitted report and then send a Joint Report for Probationary Assessment (Resubmission) to the graduateschool@qmu.ac.uk
If the panel has requested a second viva following resubmission, the Graduate School will coordinate the arrangements in line with the resubmission deadline. Please indicate a suitable date / time that the panel is available to meet the candidate again following the resubmission of their report. 
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