Environmental Policy Statement
Developing a sustainable community for learning and life

Queen Margaret University acknowledges the impacts of its activities on the environment at a local, national and global level. The University therefore seeks to conserve natural resources and prevent environmental pollution by adopting sound principles and promoting best practice.

The University is therefore committed to:

· continuing to comply with and where appropriate exceed all relevant UK, European and international legislative and regulatory requirements and agreements;
· promoting continuous environmental improvement by establishing demanding but achievable and measurable environmental performance targets, that are monitored monthly and reviewed and reported annually;
· promoting environmental management in relation to the development, maintenance and management of its estate including sustainable principles where practical.
In order to achieve the above the University aims to:

· reduce energy and resource consumption by promoting effective and efficient reduction methods consistent with good practice;
· avoid the unnecessary use of hazardous and toxic materials and processes and to take all reasonable steps to prevent damage to either public or ecological health where such materials are in essential use; 

· minimise waste by reduced consumption and develop and operate effective waste management and recycling procedures;
· adopt a purchasing policy which ensures that goods and services procured support the environmental policy and, in turn that encourages suppliers to progressively improve their own environmental performance;  

· develop and implement a green travel plan, providing improved facilities for disabled people, pedestrians and cyclists and encouraging the greater use of travel by foot, bicycle and public transport; 

· protect natural habitats and local wildlife and preserve biological diversity; 

· increase awareness of environmental responsibilities among staff and students and encourage them to apply these environmental values in the wider community; 

