PgDip in Arts for Development and Social Justice (Subject to Validation)
Introduction

Gain skills and understanding of international and inter-cultural practice in Arts for Development and Social Justice.

Entry Requirements

Honours degree or equivalent. Non-standard entrants will be considered if they can demonstrate that they have the necessary experience, skills and aptitude.

Duration

Full-time or part-time over 1 or 2 years respectively. The first half of the course will involve attending half-day lectures or workshops. The second half will involve planning, implementing and reflecting on a continuous professional development project in the community.

Outcomes
PgDip

Description

This course is aimed at Community Development workers, Community Educators, other community-based practitioners, practicing or emerging artists and activists.

Artists expect and are prepared to work in many contexts, some challenging, some dangerous, they remain passionate and committed due to their belief in justice and democracy, and the political and cultural rights of every citizen. It is the political belief in democratic rights and social justice which contributes to ensuring that the critical space in participatory arts practice is one of the few uncensored spaces for democratic education. Governments, recognising the effectiveness of its practitioners, seek to employ them in for example, inclusive policies and regeneration agendas. Artists, to ensure funding, find themselves serving specific policy needs.

There is now a strong movement to reclaim this uncensored space from being agenda-dominated, yet one thing artists are not so good at is articulating their complex layers of practice. Many have not received any training for example for working in prisons and with vulnerable people. Yet a number of exceptional pieces of work have been created. This lack of articulation remains a prevailing undermining factor in artists’ careers. How for example, can artists ensure they do not damage others and cultures through ignorance of self?

This course will enable students to understand, define and debate artistic, research and political skills with a range of other practitioners.

Structure

This course is modular and can be studied on a part-time or full-time basis. Being involved with running existing community groups is preferable although not essential. The course contains three core modules, one elective module sand a Continuous Professional Development project with a community group.
Course Covers

Core Modules

· Pedagogical Development

· Participatory Research Skills

· Social Justice

· Continuous Professional Development Project

Elective Modules

· Drama for Democracy

· Arts for Reconciliation and Reclamation

Teaching and Assessment

Formal teaching consists of weekly workshops, lectures and debates. Most of the teaching will be done through practice and will involve amongst other things; making and analysing images, improvisations, group work, and discussions.

During the CPD project students are visited by tutors and have the opportunity to attend tutorials and participate in online discussions.

Assessment will be in the form of essays, presentations, observed practical work and reflections.

Careers

The course enables participants to use the arts as a basis for social justice and development work. Students develop arts-based research and enquiry skills and are confident in dealing with the complexities of international and inter-cultural work. As the course progresses students will be able to build international networks and be involved in international projects.
