
Definition of an International Student for Tuition Fees Purposes

1. In accordance with The Education (Fees and Awards) Regulations 1983 (as amended), higher (International) levels of fee are payable by students who do not have a “relevant connection” with the United Kingdom.

2. Students who have a “relevant connection” will be charged the Home levels of fee.  To establish this “relevant connection”, certain elements need to be met.  These are that:

(a) the student has been ordinarily resident in the UK throughout the three year period preceding 1 September, 1 January or 1 April closest to the beginning of the first term of his/her course; 

and

(b) the student has not been resident therein, during any part of that three year period, wholly or mainly for the purpose of receiving full-time education;

and

(c) at the date referred to in (a) above the student has settled status in the United Kingdom i.e. there must be no restriction on the length of stay in the UK (within the meaning of the Immigration Act 1971 as amended).

Conditions (a), (b) and (c) must be satisfied in order that the student may establish the “relevant connection”, and be liable for the Home level of fee.

3. Excepted Students.  There are certain categories of “excepted students” who, although they do not have a “relevant connection” with the UK are liable to pay only the Home level of fee.  These include:

(a) a student who is a national of a member state of the European Union*, or who is the son or daughter of such a national, if:

(i) the student has been ordinarily resident in the EU* or EEA** throughout the three year period preceding 1 September, 1 January or 1 April closest to the beginning of the first term of his/her course; 

and

(ii) he/she has not been resident therein, during any part of that three year period, wholly or mainly for the purpose of receiving full-time education; 

(b) a student whose failure to satisfy the three-year UK/EU/EEA residence requirement outlined above arises only because he/she, his/her spouse or parent was temporarily employed outside the UK/EU/EEA; 

(c) certain recently arrived immigrants who are formally “settled” (in terms of the Immigration Act 1971, as amended) in the UK by 1 September, 1 January or 1 April closest to the beginning of the beginning of the first term of their courses; and certain refugees and persons of similar status.

If you are not clear about your fee status please contact the Admissions Office where staff will be pleased to help determine your position.

It should be noted that special tuition fee rates apply to students from the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man.

* European Union (EU) currently:

Austria; Belgium; Cyprus; Czech Republic; Denmark; excluding the Faroe Islands; Estonia; Finland; France (including the overseas departments of Guadeloupe, Martinique, French Guiana, Reunion, St. Pierre and Miquelon), Andorra and Monaco; Germany; Gibraltar; Greece; Hungary; the Republic of Ireland; Italy and San Marino; Latvia; Lithuania; Luxemburg; Malta; the Netherlands; Poland; Portugal; Slovakia; Slovenia; Spain; Sweden; and the United Kingdom.

** European Economic Area (EEA) currently:

Iceland, Lichtenstein, and Norway.
