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Where appropriate outcome statements have be referenced to the appropriate Benchmarking Statement (BS)
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	Educational Aims of the programme

	
	The course aims to provide a postgraduate programme for physiotherapists who are working in a variety of clinical, community, and educational settings.  In so doing the programme aims to produce Masters graduates who are skilled, critical, analytical and evaluative professionals committed to being life long learners. It will develop existing professional knowledge, enhanced academic, intellectual and scientific abilities while fostering transferable skills and advanced levels of competence that will allow them to adapt and be proactive in making significant contributions to the current clinical effectiveness agenda in their respective service delivery settings which is of particular relevance in today’s healthcare climate.
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	Learning Outcomes of the Programme

	
	The course has been designed to facilitate the professional and personal development of the student by providing the opportunity to acquire transferable, scientific and intellectual attributes by his / her ability to fulfil the following learning outcomes. At M level, it is not deemed possible to separate the attributes of “Knowledge and Understanding” (A) and “Intellectual (thinking) skills”, therefore these will be amalgamated.
The core physiotherapy modules of: The Scientific Rationale of Musculoskeletal Physiotherapy Practice, Neurological Physiotherapy: Assessment Outcome Measures & Effectiveness of Intervention, Paediatric Physiotherapy and Occupational Therapy: A Critical Approach to Advancing Specialist Knowledge & Practice, Sports Physiotherapy: critical evaluation and evidence-based practice, and Evaluation of Cardiorespiratory Physiotherapy deliberately aim to assess identical learning outcomes in each of the specialist physiotherapy areas. Therefore there is repetition of the mapped learning outcomes, later in this document.

Students who successfully complete the MSc in Physiotherapy will be expected to demonstrate all of the learning outcomes stated; with students successfully completing a PgDip in Physiotherapy expected to demonstrate all of the above with the exception of A12, B12, C12 and D12.  




	A/B
	Knowledge and understanding and Intellectual (thinking) skills

	
	On successful completion of the programme the student will be able to:
AB1

study in an independent manner 

AB 2

reflect on the need to take responsibility for own continuing professional development (CPD),

AB 3

demonstrate advanced scientific knowledge in the concepts and theories relevant to the physiotherapeutic management of the patient 

AB 4

critically reflect and debate the relationship between theory and practice

AB 5

synthesise and where appropriate apply  theoretical concepts and evidence based information within a framework of clinical practice;   

AB 6

critically analyse existing research, assessment and management strategies related to physiotherapy

AB 7

apply scientific and ethical principles to gather and analyse data

AB 8

 Synthesise and communicate information from a complexity of theoretical perspectives into a comprehensive and coherent  whole

AB 9

engage and influence colleagues in rational and reasoned debate;

AB 10

adopt a reflective, critical, analytical and problem solving approach in the assessment and management of patients and in professional practice;

AB 11

advance theoretical and professional innovation at both a personal and organisational level.    

AB 12

demonstrate independent research competence with supervision.

   

	
	Teaching/learning methods and strategies

	
	Lectures; tutor-led tutorials; student-led tutorials; debates; experimental laboratory classes; practical classes; directed independent learning; self-directed independent learning - supported by teaching packages using: AV and computer-based teaching aids and use of texts, journals, CD-ROMs and web-based learning and the use of virtual learning environments (VLE’s).



	
	Assessment

	
	Written assignments and critical reviews, research proposals, oral presentations, posters and oral defence, learning action plans and research dissertation.



	C
	Practical skills

	
	The student will be able to 

C1

study in an independent manner 

C2

reflect on the need to take responsibility for own continuing professional development (CPD),

C3

demonstrate advanced scientific knowledge in the concepts and theories relevant to the physiotherapeutic management

C4

critically reflect and debate the relationship between theory and practice

C5

synthesise and where appropriate apply theoretical concepts and evidence based information within a framework of clinical practice;   

C6

critically analyse existing research, assessment and management strategies related to physiotherapy 

C7

apply scientific and ethical principles to gather and analyse data

C8

synthesise and communicate information from a complexity of theoretical perspectives into a comprehensive and coherent whole 

C9

engage and influence colleagues in rational and reasoned debate;

C10

adopt a reflective, critical, analytical and problem solving approach in the assessment and management of patients and in professional practice;

C11

advance theoretical and professional innovation at both a personal and organisational level.    

C12

demonstrate independent research competence with supervision.



	
	Teaching/learning methods and strategies

	
	Lectures; tutor-led tutorials; student-led tutorials; debates; experimental laboratory classes; practical classes; directed independent learning; self-directed independent learning - supported by teaching packages using: AV and computer-based teaching aids and use of texts, journals, CD-ROMs and web-based learning and the use of virtual learning environments (VLE’s).



	
	Assessment

	
	Written assignments and critical reviews, research proposals, oral presentations, posters and oral defence, learning action plans and research dissertation.



	D
	Transferable skills

	
	The student will be able to 

D1

study in an independent manner 

D2

reflect on the need to take responsibility for own continuing professional development (CPD),

D3

demonstrate advanced scientific knowledge in the concepts and theories relevant physiotherapeutic management 

D4

critically reflect and debate the relationship between theory and practice

D5

synthesise and where appropriate apply theoretical concepts and evidence based information within a framework of clinical practice;   

D6

critically analyse existing research, assessment and management strategies related to physiotherapy

D7

apply scientific and ethical principles to gather and analyse data

D8

synthesise and communicate information from a complexity of theoretical perspectives into a comprehensive and coherent whole 

D9

engage and influence colleagues in rational and reasoned debate;

D10

adopt a reflective, critical, analytical and problem solving approach in the assessment and management of patients and in professional practice;

D11
advance theoretical and professional innovation at both a personal and organisational level.    

D12
demonstrate independent research competence with supervision.



	
	Teaching/learning methods and strategies

	
	Lectures; tutor-led tutorials; student-led tutorials; debates; experimental laboratory classes; practical classes; directed independent learning; self-directed independent learning - supported by teaching packages using: AV and computer-based teaching aids and use of texts, journals, CD-ROMs and web-based learning and the use of virtual learning environments (VLEs).



	
	Assessment

	
	Written assignments and critical reviews, research proposals, oral presentations, posters and oral defence, learning action plans and research dissertation.
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	Programme structures and features, curriculum units (modules), credits and award requirements

	
	The course is presented as a modular programme. A single module is credited with 15 points at SCQF level 11 (SHE M- level).

For the award of a PgCert (un-named), students must successfully complete study in 4 modules equivalent to 60 credit points. 

For the award of PgDip Physiotherapy, students must successfully complete study in 8 modules equivalent to 120 credit points, including at least one 30 credit module from ‘The Scientific Rationale of Musculoskeletal, Physiotherapy Practice’, ‘Neurological Physiotherapy: Assessment, Outcome Measures and Effectiveness of Intervention,’ ‘Acute Cardiorespiratory Physiotherapy’, ‘Sports Physiotherapy’ or ‘Paediatric Physiotherapy and Occupational Therapy’. Students must also complete another of the above modules or one from ‘Applied Exercise Science’, ‘Analysis of Human Movement’ or ‘Measurement & Assessment of Pain & its Effects’. In addition, students must complete Research Methods 1.

For the award of MSc Physiotherapy, students must successfully complete study in 12 modules equivalent to 180 credit points, including the requirements of the PgDip, Research Methods 2, and the dissertation. 

The maximum period of registration for full-time students is four years and for part-time students is seven years.



	
	Specific Professional Specifications                                                                         

Module Title 

Module size 

Credit points

Research Methods 1

1

15

Research Methods 2

1

15

The Scientific Rationale of Musculoskeletal Physiotherapy Practice

2

30

Neurological Physiotherapy: Assessment Outcome Measures & Effectiveness of Intervention

2

30

Paediatric Physiotherapy and Occupational Therapy : A Critical Approach to Advancing Specialist Knowledge & Practice

2

30

Sports Physiotherapy

2

30

Acute Cardiorespiratory Physiotherapy

2

30

Applied Exercise Science

2

30

Analysis of Human Movement

2

30

Measurement & Assessment of Pain & its Effects

2

30

Work-based Learning

1, 2 or 3

15, 30 or 45

Dissertation

4

60
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	Support for students and their learning

	
	The Subject Area implements the QMUC personal academic tutorial system. Student Services provide support schemes such as QMConnect and QMAdvance. WebCT allows online peer and tutor support facilities for some modules. Students are also directed in their independent learning to specific reading, computer software and web resources, including the Subject Area’s own website. Group projects provide opportunities for peer support. Additional support is available from library and Information Services staff. The Academic Disabled Student Coordinator and Student Services are available to provide any support required by disabled students.
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	Criteria for admission

	
	BSc degree in Physiotherapy or equivalent
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	Methods for evaluating and improving the quality and standards of teaching and learning

	
	Mechanisms for review and evaluation of teaching, learning, assessment, the curriculum and outcome standards

	
	The subject area of Physiotherapy adopts a rigorous system of quality assurance via a number of different means.  Students on all modules complete a module evaluation form, the results from these are used to compile annual module reports that are included in the annual course report. External examiners scrutinise assessment prior to delivery to students and sample all failed work plus a range of student work from each module.  External examiners also complete annual reports to which the course leader responds in writing. Academic staff actively participate in the QMUC peer observation scheme. Further mechanisms for review and evaluation include the Student-Staff Consultative Committee, Subject Area Panel, steering groups and feedback from employers, representation from the Chartered Society of Physiotherapy on the course review panel. 



	
	Committees with responsibility for monitoring and evaluating quality and standards

	
	Student-Staff Consultative Committee, Subject Area Panel, Faculty Taught Postgraduate Committee, Faculty Academic Board, Educational Policy Committee and Academic Council.



	
	Mechanisms for gaining student feedback on the quality of teaching and their learning experience

	
	Student module evaluation forms, Student-Staff Consultative Committee, Subject Area Panel and informal discussion.




	
	Staff development priorities include

	
	The use of electronic media such as WebCT. Innovative methods of assessment. Ongoing professional development to update skills in supporting students’ learning.
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	Material used in designing the programme

	
	· World Confederation for Physical Therapy – European Region Post-basic Professional Physiotherapy Education in the European Region: Including Continuing and Postgraduate Education. Brussels. (2000)

· European Core Standards of Physiotherapy Practice http://www.physio-europe.org/index3.htm (2002)

· Building on Success: Future directions for the Allied Health Professions in Scotland (2003) http://www.show.scot.nhs.uk/sehd/publications/ahpis/ahpis-00.htm
· The NHS Improvement Plan (2004)
       http://www.dh.gov.uk/assetRoot/04/08/45/22/04084522.pdf
· Agenda for change: What will it mean for you (2004)
http://www.dh.gov.uk/PolicyAndGuidance/HumanResourcesAndTraining/ModernisingPay/AgendaForChange/fs/en
· The NHS Knowledge and skills framework (2004) http://www.dh.gov.uk/assetRoot/04/09/08/61/04090861.pdf 

· Scottish Health Workforce Plan (2004) http://www.scottishexecutive.gov.uk/library5/health/shwp04b-04.asp
· Standards of conduct, performance and ethics. Health Professions Council, (2003)

· A Strategy for the Quality Enhancement of Learning, Teaching and Assessment (QELTA), Queen Margaret University College, (2003)

· Learning, teaching and Assessment Review: Recommendations, Queen Margaret University College, (2004)

· Master’s Level Programmes within post-qualifying physiotherapy education: CSP Criteria and Expectations.  London: CSP  (2003)

· Seeking CSP Endorsement of Post Qualifying Programmes: Guidance for Higher Education Institutions: CPD 23.  London : CSP  (2001)

· Guidance on Developing CPD / Lifelong Learning programmes for chartered physiotherapists.  London : CSP (2001)

· Continuing Professional Development (CPD)  Briefing and Policy Statement: CPD 29.  London : CSP (2003)

· An Introduction to the Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework (SCQF) – 2nd edition.  SCQF Oct 2003
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	Key sources of information about the programme can be found in

	
	Queen Margaret University College Post-graduate prospectus

Queen Margaret University College web-site (www.qmuc.ac.uk)


Mapping of Learning Outcomes

	YEAR
	MODULES

	
	RESEARCH METHODS 1
	RESEARCH METHODS 2
	SCIENTIFIC RATIONALE for MSK PHYSIOTHERAPY
	NEUROLOGICAL PHYSIOTHERAPY: Assess, Outcome Measures & Effectiveness
	PAEDIATRIC PHYSIOTHERAPY & OT
	ACUTE CARDIORESPIRATORY PHYSIOTHERAPY
	SPORTS PHYSIOTHERAPY
	APPLIED EXERCISE SCIENCE
	ANALYSIS OF HUMAN MOVEMENT
	MEASUREMENT and ASSESSMENT OF PAIN
	PEDE Practical Experiment Design and Evaluation
	WORK-BASED LEARNING
	DISSERTATION
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	critically analyse existing research, assessment and management strategies related to physiotherapy
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	AB 7
	apply scientific and ethical principles to gather and analyse data
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	 Synthesise and communicate information from a complexity of theoretical perspectives into a comprehensive and coherent  whole
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	engage and influence colleagues in rational and reasoned debate;
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	adopt a reflective, critical, analytical and problem solving approach in the assessment and management of patients and in professional practice;
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	advance theoretical and professional innovation at both a personal and organisational level.    
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	demonstrate independent research competence with supervision.
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S – Studied and/or applied


A – Assessed

	
	
	
	RESEARCH METHODS 1
	RESEARCH METHODS 2
	SCIENTIFIC RATIONALE for MSK PHYSIOTHERAPY
	NEUROLOGICAL PHYSIOTHERAPY: Assess, Outcome Measures & Effectiveness
	PAEDIATRIC PHYSIOTHERAPY & OT
	ACUTE CARDIORESPIRATORY PHYSIOTHERAPY
	SPORTS PHYSIOTHERAPY
	APPLIED EXERCISE SCIENCE
	ANALYSIS OF HUMAN MOVEMENT
	MEASUREMENT and ASSESSMENT OF PAIN
	PEDE Practical Experiment Design and Evaluation
	WORK-BASED LEARNING
	DISSERTATION
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	Practical Skills
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	synthesise and where appropriate apply theoretical concepts and evidence based information within a framework of clinical practice;   
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	C6
	critically analyse existing research, assessment and management strategies related to physiotherapy 
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	C7
	apply scientific and ethical principles to gather and analyse data
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	C8
	synthesise and communicate information from a complexity of theoretical perspectives into a comprehensive and coherent whole 
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	engage and influence colleagues in rational and reasoned debate;
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	C10
	adopt a reflective, critical, analytical and problem solving approach in the assessment and management of patients and in professional practice;
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	C11
	advance theoretical and professional innovation at both a personal and organisational level.    
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	C12
	demonstrate independent research competence with supervision.
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	PAEDIATRIC PHYSIOTHERAPY & OT
	ACUTE CARDIORESPIRATORY PHYSIOTHERAPY
	SPORTS PHYSIOTHERAPY
	APPLIED EXERCISE SCIENCE
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	PEDE Practical Experiment Design and Evaluation
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	D
	Transferable Skills
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	demonstrate advanced scientific knowledge in the concepts and theories relevant physiotherapeutic management 
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	synthesise and where appropriate apply theoretical concepts and evidence based information within a framework of clinical practice;   
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	critically analyse existing research, assessment and management strategies related to physiotherapy
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	synthesise and communicate information from a complexity of theoretical perspectives into a comprehensive and coherent whole 
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S – Studied and/or applied

A – Assessed
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