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	Educational Aims of the programme

	
	Based upon an understanding of life long learning, to prepare Masters level students so that they may acquire the knowledge, therapeutic skills and ethical values necessary to practise evidence-based Art Therapy as safe and competent practitioners within an inter-professional organisation.
To further develop the post graduate students' intellectual abilities, imaginative capacities and critical understanding of the processes of making and viewing images, and applying these to the art psychotherapeutic relationship in a manner which integrates theoretical, experiential and practice based learning.
To present a stimulating, enquiring, analytic and creative approach to learning that encourages independent judgement, critical self-reflection and the development of  transferable health professional, research and generic skills.
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	Learning Outcomes of the Programme

	
	Upon successful completion of the MSc Art Therapy students are able to link theoretical, research and experiential studies with clinical experience to satisfy the HPC competency benchmarked requirements for Registered Arts Therapist (Art) status ; RAsTh(A). They are eligible to apply for full membership of the British association of Art Therapists, and by the students’ ability to demonstrate the following knowledge and skills the requirements of SCQF level 11 are also met.


	A
	Knowledge and understanding

	
	a) to critically evaluate psychotherapeutic, psychological, social and medical, theories of illness and well being and to articulate the specific needs of different client groups taking into account their cultural and social context.

b) to critically analyse the interrelated nature of  biological, psychological and social factors that may affect clients and to implement appropriate art therapeutic interventions drawing upon the art therapy literature base and integrated learning across the theoretical, practical and experiential components of the training. 



	
	c) to demonstrate clinical responsibility in relation to ethical standards, HPC code of conduct, BAAT code of practice, and the statutory requirements, structure and policies of  particular organisations.



	
	Teaching/learning methods and strategies

	
	Interactive lectures, tutorials, seminars, workshops, experiential groups, clinical practice placements, web-based learning, student centred directed study.

	
	Assessment

	
	Verbal presentation, poster, essays, case studies, tests, visual image based projects, systematic reviews/literature reviews, dissertation, clinical practice education, clinical writing, and report writing.

	B
	Intellectual (thinking) skills


	
	The trainees will be able:
a) to critically appraise the varied functions of art expression and representation, and the impact of psychopathology on pictorial expression, and to apply this knowledge of visual language in art therapeutic work with clients.

b) to demonstrate ability to critically reflect upon, and show the relevance to art therapy processes, of information drawn from a range of sources and to communicate resultant complex clinical formulations clearly and succinctly, verbally and in writing

c) to search for, retrieve and critically appraise research in art therapy and adjacent fields to inform evidence based art therapeutic interventions and to audit and evaluate outcomes and present findings in regard to effectiveness.

 

	
	Teaching/learning methods and strategies

	
	Interactive lectures, tutorials, seminars, workshops, experiential groups , clinical practice placements, student centred directed study.

	
	Assessment

	
	Verbal presentation, essays, case studies ,poster  projects, systematic reviews/literature reviews, dissertation, clinical writing , and report writing.

	C
	Practical skills

	
	The trainees will be able:

a) to assess, plan, implement, review and evaluate an appropriate individual or group art therapeutic intervention. 

b) to apply insight gained through critical self appraisal and supervision to  refine their interpersonal clinical skills and to extend their ability to appreciate a clients’ visual repertoire. 

c) to demonstrate professional behaviour in verbal and written communications with clients and colleagues.

d) to demonstrate responsibility in regard to statutory and legislative workplace regulations.



	
	Teaching/learning methods and strategies

	
	Interactive lectures, tutorials, seminars, workshops, experiential groups , clinical practice placements, student centred directed study.

	
	Assessment

	
	Verbal presentation, poster, essays, case studies, tests, visual image based projects, systematic reviews/literature reviews, dissertation, clinical practice education, clinical writing, and report writing.


	D
	Transferable skills

	
	The trainees will be able:

a) to critically evaluate their own performance using insight gained through self reflection to identify, conceptualise and define further personal and professional learning and development needs.

b) to justify usage of time and resources through balancing the workload and prioritising responsibilities whilst concurrently exercising substantial autonomy and initiative in negotiating challenges, change and opportunities for service development.

c) to communicate effectively with a wide range of people (professionals and clients) using visual, verbal and written forms of communication.


	
	Teaching/learning methods and strategies

	
	Interactive lectures, tutorials, seminars, workshops, experiential groups , clinical practice placements, student centred directed study.

	
	Assessment

	
	Verbal presentation, poster, essays, case studies, tests, visual image based projects, systematic reviews/literature reviews, dissertation, clinical practice education, clinical writing, and report writing.
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	Programme structures and features, curriculum units (modules), credits and award requirements                                                        

	
	· This programme conforms to the structure of the Queen Margaret University College’s Masters Degrees Framework and will provide Masters level education for Art Therapy practitioners. 

· The award of MSc in Art Therapy will be attained by successful completion of the equivalent of 12 M level modules (180 credits at SCQF 11). 

· All candidates for the Masters degree must complete the 4 core modules equivalent of 8 M Level (120 SCQF 11 credits) and the Masters Project which is equivalent of 4 M level (60 SCQF 11 credits).

The core modules for the programme are as follows:

Art Therapy Theory and Research

30 credits

Art-based Research



30 credits

Critical Art Therapy



30 credits

Clinical Practice



30 credits

Clinical Project



60 credits

TOTAL




            180 credits         

	
	Specific Professional Specifications

Experiential Art Therapy Training Group

120 days Clinical Placement

Self Directed Studio Practice
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	Support for students and their learning

	
	Students are supported in several ways depending on their specific needs as follows: academic tutor, module co-ordinator, dissertation supervisor, course leader, head of subject, disability co-ordinator and student support services
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	Criteria for admission

	
	Admission Regulations

The university College shall have a reasonable expectation before admission, that an individual applicant will be able to fulfil the objectives of his/her proposed programme of study and achieve the standard required for the award sought.

Minimum Entry Requirements

1. Age on Entry min 25 yrs 
2.    First Degree preferably in  Art. If non- Art Degree other degrees may be considered if the application is supported by a portfolio demonstrating standard equivalent to Degree Art Level. 
3. Vocational Qualifications: n/a
4. Other Qualifications

The University College’s standard procedures are set out in of the Academic Handbook.

5. English as a Foreign Language: EILit level 6 minimum

6.Admission with Academic Credit

APEL may be considered. Credit for advanced standing may be awarded to any candidate who is able to demonstrate either prior certificated learning (APL) or prior experiental learning (APEL).  The University College must be satisfied that the applicant has fulfilled the progression and assessment requirements of the course up to the point by means other than attendance on the objectives of the course and attain the standard required for the award sought.
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	Methods for evaluating and improving the quality and standards of teaching and learning

	
	Mechanisms for review and evaluation of teaching, learning, assessment, the curriculum and outcome standards

	
	· External Examiners Report.

· Annual Course Report.

· Module Monitoring.

· Placement Supervisors’ Forums.

· Placement Visits.

· Course Administration Meetings.



	
	Committees with responsibility for monitoring and evaluating quality and standards

	
	· Subject Panel Meetings
· Student Staff Committee.

· FAB.

· Course Exam Boards – Subcommittees.
· Education Policy and Practice Committee.

· Academic Council.


	
	Mechanisms for gaining student feedback on the quality of teaching and their learning experience

	
	· Informal verbal Feedback at end of each module.

· Formal module monitoring.

· Student-staff meeting.

· Course Committee.

· Annual reports
· 

	
	Staff development priorities include

	
	· Acquiring higher degrees.

· Contributing to research – RAE.

· Developing innovative teaching materials.
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	Material used in designing the programme

	
	· HPC Standards of Practice for Art Therapists
· Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education: Benchmark Statements : Health Care Programmes Arts Therapies 2004
· JQAC Documents for Art Therapists.

· Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework (SCQF).  The outcomes for this award have been benchmarked against the SCQF Level 11 M descriptors.

· HPC Standards of education and training
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	Key sources of information about the programme can be found in

	
	· Definitive course documents.

· QMUC Website.

· Post Graduate prospectus.
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