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Where appropriate outcome statements have be referenced to the appropriate Benchmarking Statement (BS)

	1
	Awarding Institution
	Queen Margaret University

	2
	Teaching Institution
	Queen Margaret University

	3
	Professional body accreditation
	N/A

	4
	Final Award

	BA (Hons) Theatre and Film Studies

	
	Subsidiary exit awards
	Certification of Higher Education (level 7)

Diploma of Higher Education (level 8)

BA Theatre and Film Studies (level 9)

	5
	Programme Title
	BA (Hons) Theatre and Film Studies

	6
	UCAS code (or other coding system if relevant)
	

	7
	SCQF Level
	10

	8
	Mode of delivery and duration
	Full time 4 years (Part time 8 years)

	9
	Date of validation/review
	24/6/10


10. Educational Aims of the programme
The Educational aims of the programme is to produce graduates who:

a) have an informed, critical and creative approach to understanding theatre and film, texts, audiences and industries, in contemporary society;

b) have an informed, critical and creative approach to the study of theatre, film and media genres, texts, histories, and performances media, communicative and expressive practice;
c) have developed intellectual capabilities in analysis, interpretation and evaluation of all aspects of media and theatre processes and output.

d) have the capability to explore and engage with their own creative potential through media production and performance

e) have general and some specialised skills the practice of media production and performance. 

f) are enabled to meet the challenges of employment (including self-employment).

g) have a range of generic transferable attributes enabling them to communicate effectively, work individually and in teams to deadlines, be innovative and adaptable to change, to be entrepreneurial in their approach, to manage and reflect on their own learning.

11. Benchmark statements/professional and statutory body requirements covered by the programme

QAA Benchmark Statement for Media, Culture and Communication (revised 2008)
Drama, Dance and Performance Benchmark Statements (2007)
12. Learning Outcomes of the Programme

Knowledge and understanding
On completion of the programme, students will be able to:

A1. distinguish and apply key theoretical approaches to study of film and theatre, texts and audiences

A2. describe and critique theories of authorship, form, adaptation and performance applied to film and theatre

A3. demonstrate understanding of the processes and conventions of audio, visual and verbal communication through which sounds, images and words make meaning

A4. describe and critique theories of narrative, meaning representation, narrative analysis of texts, analysis of  media representations

A5. critically analyse the cultural context of cinema and theatre

A6. engage in the key production processes and professional practices relevant to the creative industries, and understand ways of conceptualising creativity and authorship

A7. describe and critique specific aspects of film production, consumption and genre narrative related to films produced in different parts of the world

A8. demonstrate critical thinking about theatre conventions and norms of performance

A9. analyse key historical developments in film and theatre

A10. describe the history and aesthetics of national, European and world cinema

A11. analyse the historical and cultural context of theatre text, production and audiences

A12. show expertise in at least one specialist area study within theatre or film

Subject and General Skills 

Skills of Intellectual Analysis

On completion of their programme graduates will be able to:

B1. describe and analyse forms of communication through film and performance as they have emerged historically and appreciate the processes through which they have come into being  

B2. critically examine and evaluate such forms with reference to the social and cultural contexts of contemporary society 

B3. critically explore and engage with their own creative potential through performance and media production

B4. apply substantive and detailed knowledge and understanding in one or more specialist areas in film or theatre, and put this critical engagement to productive use.

Research skills

On completion of their programme graduates will be able to:

B5. formulate appropriate research questions and employ and evaluate appropriate research methods

B6. evaluate and draw upon the range of research methods, sources and the conceptual frameworks appropriate to research in the chosen area 

B7. retrieve and generate information, and evaluate sources, in carrying out independent research.

Practical, Professional and Creative Skills

On completion of their programme graduates will be able to:

C1. produce work which demonstrates competence in operational aspects of media production, performance and professional practices 

C2. describe and apply media and performance vocabularies, techniques, crafts, structures and working methods

C3. work creatively and professionally within a group to create and disseminate a performance, text, project or event

C4. produce work which is informed by, and contextualised within, relevant theoretical issues and debates 

C5. manage time, personnel and resources effectively, by drawing on planning and organisational skills 

C6. describe  the nature and diversity of the opportunities within the world of work.

Transferable skills

On completion of their programme graduates will be able to:

D1. operate independently both academically and practically

D2. gather, organise and deploy ideas and information in order to formulate arguments cogently, and express them effectively in written, oral or in other forms 

D3. organise and manage supervised, self-directed projects

D4. communicate effectively in inter-personal settings, in writing and in a variety of media

D5. work productively in a group or team, showing abilities at different times to listen, contribute and lead effectively
D6. put to use a range of IT skills from basic competences such as data retrieval and word-processing to more complex specialised skills in effective use of production software
13. Teaching and learning methods and strategies

The programmes adopt a blended learning approach with teaching and learning activities falling into three broad categories, each of which is seen as best suited for particular types of activities:

1. Seminars, workshops  and lectures  

Seminars and workshops comprise the majority of the hours of staff-student contact on the programme. Seminars will largely be student led, with staff taking the role of facilitator.  Workshops are the primary form of student staff contact for the production modules and modules with practical components, with students engaging in practical activities facilitated by the lecturer.

2. Peer group activities.

Peer teaching is enabled through the use of seminar presentations, conference style poster presentations, postings of individual and group research results on WebCT and collaborative film work.

3. Self directed

Students will be encouraged to be enquiring, critical and innovative.  Emphasis will be placed on analytical, divergent ways of thinking. In addition to their own independent learning, students will also initiate and lead individual tutorials with members of staff in relation to coursework or dissertation supervision.  

Delivery of all modules follows the University’s semester system. There are 2 semesters in an academic session, totalling 30 weeks (including one week inter-semester break at Easter). In each semester therefore, there are a number of weeks at the end of each semester without class contact.  This time is set aside for independent study, examinations, and for the completion and the marking of assignments.

14. Assessment strategies

Following the principle of constructive alignment, assessment on the programme will be designed to evaluate how well students have achieved the learning outcomes of the programme.  Assessment is located within individual modules, but the learning outcome of each module is clearly aligned with particular programme learning outcomes clearly identified in each module descriptor.

The programmes uses a mixture of formative and summative assessment on modules, and seeks to maximise formative assessment as much as possible through a variety of assessment strategies.  

The programme assessment includes a few examination but is largely assessed through a variety of forms of coursework, including:

· Academic Essay

· Seminar Presentation

· Research Report

· Electronic (WebCT) Posting

· Case Study

· Practical or creative product (in appropriate medium)

· Portfolio

· Dissertation

These forms of assessment have been chosen to maximise students’ high cognitive level activity.  Most are the result of individual effort, but some take the form of group work.  

When exams are used in the later years, care is taken to ensure that they are designed in such a way as to minimise the possibility of students’ merely reproducing their knowledge base of factual content, instead producing work that is, like the coursework, reflective, relational and analytic.

15. Programme structures and features, curriculum units (modules), credits and award requirements (including any periods of placement)
For the Award of BA (Hons) Theatre and Film  students will study the following:
Level 1 (SCQF level 7)

	Sem
	1
	Introduction to Film Studies


	Media Production 1


	Play and Performance
	Notions of Theatre 

	
	2
	Narrative and Representation in Film and Media


	
	
	Origins of Theatre




Level 2 (SCQF level 8)

	Sem
	1
	Film and Creativity


	Media Production

2
	Place, Space and Performance
	Performance Project

	
	2
	Film Genre


	
	
	Theatre in the World (20th and 21st Centuries)


Level 3 (SCQF level 9)

	Sem
	1
	Contemporary Hollywood Cinema


	Option 
	Option
	British Drama (1948 - present)



	
	2
	World Cinema


	
	Independent Research Project
	


Level 4 (SCQF level 10)

	Sem
	1
	Cinema and Modernity
	Dissertation or Honours Project


	Option



	
	2
	Option
	
	Creative Entrepreneurship


Options:

Level 3:
Video Production, Contemporary Performance 1, Arts Journalism 1, Playwriting 1, Arts Management 1, Community Theatre 1

Level 4:
Crime Fiction, Video Production, Journalism in Film and Television, Cinema and the Body, Film and Family, Photography and Visual Culture, Psychology and Film, Screenwriting, Screen Adaptation, Contemporary Performance (2 and 3), Arts Journalism (2 and 3), Playwriting (2 and 3), Arts Management (2 and 3), Community Theatre (2 and 3).

All level 4 modules can be taken in level 3 as long as pre-requisites are met.  Level 3 options can be taken in level 4 as long as the student’s progarmme has 120 level 4 credits (i.e. level 4 options having previously been taken at level 3) 

All modules are 20 credits with the exception of the Dissertation and Honours Project which are 40 credits.  Students complete a dissertation or project in one of the following forms:

· an entirely written research dissertation (10,000 words)

· a video production based  project (drama or documentary), with a small (2,000 word) reflective component

· a practical project (e.g. play text, performance, photography, design portfolio) with a reflective and/or analytical written component (5000 word). 

16. Criteria for admission

Entry requirements for the programme is  as follows:

Typical Entry:
Scottish Higher: BBBB (260 UCAS Tariff points)
A Level: BCC (260 UCAS Tariff points)

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE:
28 points

IRISH LEAVING CERTIFICATE:
260 UCAS Tariff points at level C2 or above

International:

You will have to provide evidence of competence in both spoken and written English.   Each application will be judged on its own merits.

Minimum entry: TOEFL 550/213, TOEFL PBT 550, CBT 213, iBT 79-80 or IELTS 5.5 (with a minimum of 5.0 in each language skill).

Special: 
A pass in English, Drama, Media Studies or Film Studies at Scottish Higher/A Level is preferred. SQA Advanced Higher and GCE A Level qualifications in appropriate subjects will be considered for credit purposes or for possible entry into Year Two of the course 
Access: 
We welcome applicants who have completed Access/Foundation courses or equivalent in Business, Arts, Humanities, Social Sciences, Film and television and certain Digital Media courses (full details on QMU website).

Advanced entry:
Where possible advanced entry at the appropriate Scottish and Credit Qualifications Framework (SCQF) level is applied to the programme for applicants with HNC and HND qualifications.  However, entry is offered at a lower level from some HNC and HNDs which do not have a sufficient alignment with the material on the Theatre and Film Studies programme.  For example, HNC/Ds in Photography & Digital Imaging, Creative Industries Television, Multimedia Creation – interactive, Performing Arts

University Admissions Regulations apply, these can be found on the QMU Quality website:

http://www.qmu.ac.uk/quality/documents/Admission%20July%202007.doc
There are no special admissions procedures for the programme.

Disabled students are encouraged to apply; section 7 of the above regulations sets out the conditions of support offered.

17. Support for students and their learning
The programme provides the following student support:

· Personal Academic Tutors

· Personal Development Portfolios

· Student handbooks

· Access to Student Learning Services, Library and IT support
· Access to Student Services: careers, counselling, disability advice

· Representation through Student-Staff Committees

18. Quality Assurance arrangements

This programme is governed by QMU’s quality assurance procedures. See the QMU website for more detail: http://www.qmu.ac.uk/quality/ 
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