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Undergraduate Grade Marking Criteria
Grade A 80% and above 

Outstanding performance, exceptionally able

Demonstrates comprehensive understanding of the question or problem and presents evidence of extensive reading of appropriate texts reflected in illuminating references in work.  Shows exceptional originality in problem solving, analysis and evaluation, and presents arguments in a fluent and convincing manner.  Displays the ability to synthesise concepts, knowledge and theory and exceptional insight and critical thinking.

Grade A 70-79.9% 

Outstanding performance

Shows clear understanding and interpretation of the question set.  Includes all of the most relevant information/issues raised by the question.  Demonstrates knowledge of appropriate reading through references to texts and journal material.  Shows thorough understanding of theoretical/conceptual issues.  Demonstrates ability to present answers in a balanced and coherent way.  Shows awareness of value judgements/assumptions embodied in the question.  Demonstrates ability to analyse issues raised and evaluate evidence presented. 

Grade B 60-69.9%


Very good performance

In awarding a mark in this range the marker will be looking for essentially the same kind of evidence as used above, but will mark in this range where the evidence is not so strong in relation to each category, or where the work does not match up to the standards in two or three categories.

Grade C 50-59.9%


Average performance

Generally understands the question and interprets the question appropriately. Brings in most of the main points/issues raised by the question. Only isolated reference to reading. Generally understands concepts involved, theoretical understanding rather shallow. Presents points reasonably clearly; demonstrates some analytical ability. Shows awareness of value positions required by the question.

Grade D 40-49.9%


Satisfactory Performance

Limited understanding of the question set. Discusses some of the main points/issues raised by the question. Limited reference to reading. Some understanding of concepts - limited but accurate factual information. Muddled/unclear presentation. Unsupported value statements.

Grade E 30-39.9%


Fail

Unsatisfactory standard. Some attempt to address issues in the question but which do not quite meet the criteria outlined for an acceptable answer.

Grade F 20-29.9%


Poor Fail 

Clear failure. Limited attempt to address the issues in the question set but which do not meet the criteria outlined for an acceptable answer in a number of respects.

Grade G < 20%



Bad fail  

Marks in this range will be awarded for wrong or negligible answers and non-response.
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