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School of Health Sciences – Nursing, Occupational Therapy and Arts Therapies [amend as appropriate]

Recognition of Prior Learning – How it works in Nursing, Occupational Therapy and Arts Therapies [insert other Division, as appropriate]

The Recognition of Prior Learning, or RPL, encompasses the whole process whereby you can identify, explore and claim credit for previous certificated and/or experiential learning. You may use this credit to claim exemption from a specific part of a programme, or to gain access. RPL may be used by practitioners to identify their learning and continuing professional development needs, for personal and career development. RPL is the overarching term which applies to both recognising prior formal, certificated learning (APL) and informal experiential learning.  

This summary is aimed at those who wish to apply for credit towards a programme offered by the Division of Nursing, Occupational Therapy and Arts Therapies [insert other Division as appropriate].  The applications are submitted to the RPL panel [or Programme Committee as appropriate], of which all Programme Leaders are members.

Terminology

The term ‘General Credit’ refers to credit which is awarded by other institutions in the form or, or can be matched against, SCQF points.   General credit is often used to gain access to a programme. 

The term ‘Specific Credit’ refers to credit which is awarded by other institutions which can be matched against the specific learning outcomes of Queen Margaret University (QMU) modules or programmes.  Specific credit is often used to grant exemptions from a module. 

Three routes of gaining credit are presented here: 

· Gaining advanced standing in order to access a programme

· Gaining accreditation for prior certificated learning (APCL)

· Gaining accreditation for prior experiential/informal learning.(APEL)

This is presented as a diagram on page 5.

Route 1 -  Gaining Access to a programme - Advanced Standing

When you apply to a programme, you should submit, with your application, evidence of certificated learning that contributes towards either the entry requirements or some of the content of the programme. This will be assessed and credit rated by the Admissions Tutor, and the decision recorded on an APL 1 form.  (See ‘Criteria for Assessment’ overleaf) and entered into your QMU record.  

http://www.qmu.ac.uk/quality/documents/Form%20APL1%202007.doc 
Example 

Student A completed an HNC in Healthcare at a further education college in 2005.  She achieved 120 points at Level 7, plus equivalent clinical practice component for Nursing and Midwifery Council requirements for a first year nursing programme.  The Admissions Tutor mapped the transcript against the proficiencies for the Common Foundation Programme and the learning outcomes for year one of the BSc (Hons) Nursing programme at QMU.  This transcript was then presented to the RPL panel and Student A was admitted directly to year two.

If you are already on a programme, and wish to claim credit for prior learning, for example in order to gain exemption from a module, you can still do so.  You can claim for the assessment of prior certificated learning [APCL] or for experiential learning [APEL].

Route 2 - Accreditation of Prior Certificated Learning (APCL)
If the certificated learning was undertaken over five years previously, you will need to apply through the APEL process (see “currency” criterion overleaf, and section APEL below).
If your certificated learning is current, but you are unsure of whether or not to submit a claim, consult your Programme Leader for advice.

If you decide to claim for additional credit:

· Obtain an APL2 form, and a RPL calendar [or dates of Programme Committee meetings as appropriate], from your Programme Leader

· Complete and submit this to the Programme Leader, along with evidence of your certificated learning. This will include, for example, your certificates, academic transcript, learning outcomes, or copies of completed assignments. 

· The Programme Leader presents the evidence to the RPL Panel [or Programme Committee] for Nursing, Occupational Therapy and Arts Therapies [or other Division], which decides whether the evidence submitted meets the criteria for the award of specific credit. 

· The Programme Leader informs you of the result of your claim by letter. 

There is no charge for APCL.

http://www.qmu.ac.uk/quality/documents/Form%20APL2%202007.doc
Example of Certificated Learning

Student B completed MSc Health Studies/ Nursing at Glasgow Caledonian University in 1999.  In 2003 he embarked on a PG Cert Professional Education at QMU in order to obtain a Registered Nurse Teacher qualification with the Nursing and Midwifery Council.  One module within the Masters award was called Clinical Education.  An application was made to map the learning outcomes for this module against the learning outcomes of one of the modules within the PG Cert Professional Education array.  A copy of the module descriptor and the assignment was submitted to the Programme Leader to demonstrate that the learning achieved matched that of the QMU module, The successful mapping was presented to the RPL panel, and currency confirmed i.e. within 5 years of achievement.  15 SCOT CAT points at Level 11 were awarded towards the PG Cert in Professional Education, with exemption from the module.  

Route 3 - Accreditation of Prior Experiential Learning (APEL) process

In submitting a claim, you must demonstrate the learning gained from your previous activities-not the experience itself. There is no guarantee that your claim will be successful, so think carefully about the strength of your claim before embarking on the process. There is a charge for this process (see fees booklet).

The process is as follows:

· You decide to claim for credit based on work you are doing or have done in practice, which does not normally attract credit. This could be for example, a project or major piece of work.

· Contact the Programme Leader [PL] who will supply you with a RPL application pack, and advice on the initial application process.

· Stage 1: Submit form APL2 to the PL. 

· You are invoiced for the fee.

· The RPL Panel [or Programme Committee] will review your application, and will make one of 3 decisions:

· Claim can proceed

· Claim is rejected

· Claim can be resubmitted after student has had opportunity to make amendments

· If the claim is to proceed, the panel will allocate you a supporter for this process

· Stage 2: You work with your supporter in preparing the evidence, which is submitted at an agreed date to the RPL Panel [or Programme Committee]. 

· You submit the evidence to your Programme Leader.

· The evidence is assessed, decision made at the RPL Panel [or Programme Committee], and credit either awarded or not awarded.

· A letter is sent to you by the PL informing you of the decision.

· If the credit is not awarded, you have the opportunity to seek advice from the PL then re-submit.

http://www.qmu.ac.uk/quality/documents/Form%20APL2%202007.doc
Example of Experiential Learning

Student C applied for Accreditation of Prior Experiential Learning towards Research for Practice, a core module within the BSc Professional Practice.  

Initially [Stage 1 of the process]  the student claimed that she had gained relevant experience while working as a member of a research team which she felt was the equivalent of the learning outcomes of the Research for Practice module. 

On advice from the Programme Leader, she submitted an APL2 form to the RPL panel.  An invoice was sent to the student for payment of APEL fee. 

The RPL panel, in stage 2 of the process, requested evidence of the student’s contribution to the research.  This was provided in the form of a portfolio in which the student reflected on her contribution and her learning.  Accreditation of Experiential Learning was granted by the RPL panel, 10 points at level 9 added to the student’s transcript, and exemption from the module.
Criteria for Assessment of Claims for Prior Learning

When assessing any claim for credit the following criteria apply:

· Authenticity - that the applicant actually completed what is claimed 

· Acceptability – there is an appropriate match between the evidence presented and the learning outcomes being demonstrated; the evidence is reliable and valid

· Sufficiency - that the evidence is of sufficient breadth and depth, including evidence of reflection, to demonstrate that the learning has reached a level to allow the applicant to fulfil the learning outcomes of the programme

· Currency - that the learning is sufficiently recent to allow the applicant to fulfil the learning outcomes of the programme.  Where experience from some time previously is referred to in a substantial way, e.g. more than five years has elapsed, the application will be assessed to determine whether the applicant has kept up to date with recent developments in the intended field of study.

NB At least 50% of the level at entry to the programme must be completed at QMU, in order to gain an award from here. 

RPL PANEL [PROGRAMME COMMITTEE]
The Panel [or Programme Committee] meets 4 times in the academic year.   Your Programme Leader will give you the calendar when you enter the process. 

For further information, please contact the Programme Leader:

Insert details

QMU Framework for Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL)

To claim APCL/EL you must be registered on a programme of study – for example the BSc Professional Practice.  RPL can also be used for career and professional development but does not attract credit unless the APL system is used.
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