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TAUGHT POSTGRADUATE COMMITTEE                                                   

POSTGRADUATE ATTRIBUTES OF PERFORMANCE  (from September 2006)
The student will provide evidence of the following attributes to achieve recognition of the grade banding:

Grade A       80%+ Excellent performance, exceptionally able
· Mastery of the specialist area that demonstrates exceptional insight and breadth of knowledge.  
· Excellent comprehension of scholarly techniques and / or the research-base.
· Presents extensive evidence of critical and deep knowledge of the specialist and related areas.  
· Ability to challenge and develop existing theory and/or professional practice within the specialist area.  
· Demonstrates outstanding originality in the application of knowledge and the development and inter-relationship between concepts, theories, policies and practice. 
· Displays outstanding potential to undertake research or be a leading practitioner within a specialist area.
· Demonstrates exceptional ability in synthesising knowledge from different disciplines. 
· Meets the learning outcomes of the module or assessment.

Grade B
70- 79.9% Very good performance  [distinction mark is 70%]
· Mastery with very good and critical comprehension of the specialist area with extensive evidence of deep knowledge of relevant and related theories, principles and concepts of the major aspects of the area.  
· Very good comprehension of scholarly techniques and / or the research-base.
· Presents evidence of critical and deep knowledge of the specialist and related areas.  
· Some ability to challenge and develop existing theory and/or professional practice within the specialist area.  

· Demonstrates ability to identify, conceptualise and define or redefine concepts, theories, policies and practice.  
· Displays potential to undertake research or be a leading practitioner within a specialist area.
· Demonstrates significant ability in synthesising knowledge from different disciplines.
· Meets the learning outcomes of the module or assessment.

Grade C
60- 69.9% Good performance
· Mastery with good comprehension of the specialist area with some evidence of deep knowledge of relevant and related theories, principles and concepts, but lacking depth or critique in some areas.

· Good comprehension of scholarly techniques and / or the research-base.

· Presents evidence of understanding of some advanced or complex issues at the forefront of the subject or professional area.
· A good comprehension of how concepts and knowledge may be applied to inform judgements and develop advanced ideas, policies or practices.
· Demonstrates ability in synthesising knowledge from different disciplines.
· Meets the learning outcomes of the module or assessment.

Grade D
50- 59.9%   Satisfactory performance
· Mastery with satisfactory comprehension of the specialist area with some insight into relevant and related theories, principles and concepts, but lacking depth or critique in some areas.

· Limited comprehension of scholarly techniques and / or the research-base.

· Some evidence of knowledge relating to advanced, current and complex issues within the subject or professional area, but only in parts of the work.

· Some ability to identify and comprehend how concepts and knowledge may be applied to inform judgements and develop ideas, policies or practices.
· Demonstrates some ability in synthesising knowledge from different disciplines.
· Meets the learning outcomes of the module or assessment. 

Grade E
40-49.9%  Unsatisfactory performance - Fail
· Unsatisfactory comprehension of the specialist area and little evidence of deep understanding of theories, principles and concepts.  

· Insufficient evidence of knowledge relating to advanced, current and complex issues at the forefront of the subject or professional area.

· Insufficient evidence of comprehensive and critical knowledge related to the theoretical concepts, scholarly techniques or the research-base supporting a specific area with some accurate factual information.  

· Unsatisfactory evidence of how knowledge may be applied to inform judgements and develop advanced ideas, policies or practices with little originality of thought.  
· Demonstrates little ability in synthesising knowledge from different disciplines.
· Meets only some of the learning outcomes of the module

Grade F
30-39.9%  Poor Fail
· Unsatisfactory; does not meet learning outcomes of the module. 

· Limited attempt to demonstrate knowledge of the specialist area with inadequate evidence available.  

· Minimal evidence of knowledge and insight into theories, principles and concepts.  

· Inadequate evidence of critical and deep knowledge related to a specialist area.  Restricted evidence of advanced current and complex issues at the forefront of the subject or professional area.  

· Insufficient evidence of comprehensive and critical knowledge related to the theoretical concepts, scholarly techniques or the research-base supporting a specific area.  
· Demonstrates no ability to synthesise knowledge from different disciplines.
· Incomplete evidence of how knowledge may be applied to inform judgements and develop advanced ideas, policies or practices with little originality of thought.
· Does not meet the learning outcomes of the module.
Grade G
20-29.9% Bad fail
· Clear failure, does not meet learning outcomes of the module.  

· Minimal knowledge of the specialist area and lack of evidence of deep understanding of theories, principles and concepts.  

· Inadequate and incomplete evidence of critical and deep knowledge related to a specialist area and of advanced, current and complex issues at the forefront of the subject or professional area.

· Deficient in evidence of comprehensive and critical knowledge related to the theoretical concepts, scholarly techniques or the research-base supporting a specific area.  
· No ability to synthesise knowledge from different disciplines.
· No understanding of how knowledge may be applied, to inform judgements and develop advanced ideas, policies or practices with little originality of thought.
· Does not meet the learning outcomes of the module.
Grade H
<20% Very bad fail and non-submission
· Demonstrates a serious and unacceptable lack of knowledge and understanding of the specialist area. 
· No evidence of deep understanding of theories, principles and concepts.  
· Deficient in critical and deep knowledge related to a specialist area.  
· No evidence of comprehensive and critical knowledge related to the theoretical concepts, scholarly techniques or the research-base supporting a specific area.  
· Inadequate understanding of how knowledge may be applied, with originality, to inform judgements and develop advanced ideas, policies or practices.
· No understanding of advanced, current and complex issues at the forefront of the subject and professional area.
· No ability to synthesise knowledge from different disciplines
· Does not meet the learning outcomes of the module.
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