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Where appropriate outcome statements have be referenced to the appropriate Benchmarking Statement (BS)

	1
	Awarding Institution
	Queen Margaret University, Edinburgh

	2
	Teaching Institution
	Queen Margaret University, Edinburgh

	3
	Professional body accreditation
	

	4
	Final Award

	BA(Hons)

	
	Subsidiary exit awards
	Certificate HE; Diploma HE; BA

	5
	Programme Title
	Drama and Theatre Arts 

	6
	UCAS code (or other coding system if relevant)
	W401

	7
	SCQF Level
	7 - 10

	8
	Mode of delivery and duration
	4 years   Full time / Part-time  

	9
	Date of validation/review
	September 2008


10. Educational Aims of the programme
The BA/BA(Hons) in Drama & Theatre Arts aims to develop in students:

1.
an appreciation of the interaction of drama theory and practice.

2.
the capacity to criticise and evaluate appropriate information critically and 


creatively.

3.
knowledge of a variety of historical periods of theatre and modes of dramatic 


expression and presentation.

4.
an active understanding of the nature of dramatic arts and their interaction with 


one another and with their contexts.

5.
skills in, and understanding of, appropriate dramatic arts and practices.

6.
practical understanding of the nature of the dramatic arts and the variety of their 


inter-relationships.
11. Benchmark statements/professional and statutory body requirements covered by the programme

QAA Benchmark Statements – Dance, drama and performance
12. Learning Outcomes of the Programme

The BA(Hons) in Drama & Theatre Arts should enable students to have:

1.
wide-ranging experience in, and detailed understanding of, the integration of 


theory and practice in drama and theatre;

2.
an understanding of the variety of ways in which text and context are interrelated;

3.
a clear appreciation of dramaturgical principles and processes and their 


interrelation with other theatrical arts;

4.
an understanding of contemporary critical theory, terminology and debate as 


related to theatre;

5.
the ability to use detailed knowledge of specific theatre periods and processes to 


extrapolate general principles;

6.
sound knowledge of current theatrical practices and the ability to place these 


within a range of contexts, historical, practical and critical;

7.
a commitment to sustain self-disciplined intellectual and practical inquiry in an 


academically and artistically rigorous manner;

8.
a critical approach to appropriate research with a sound grounding in research 


methodologies and an ability to differentiate and evaluate research sources;

9. practical appreciation of the inter-related skills required to stage a play and knowledge of staging and improvisation techniques;

10. systematic appreciation of their specialist dramatic craft and its role within the practice of drama and theatre.

On completion of Level One, the students will be able to:

1
Demonstrate a basic knowledge and understanding of a variety of theatre texts taking account of appropriate contextual matters.

2
Analyse selected texts in terms of their dramaturgical structure, dramatic construction and scene structure.

3
Work with motivation and a high degree of personal responsibility, display an ability to prioritise and manage time, and show developing skills in evaluating own performance.

4
Show a practical understanding both of the staging requirements of individual scenes from a variety of texts and the interdependence of text and performance conditions.

5 Sustain a simple improvisation showing a clear grasp of fundamental dramaturgical and performance skills.

On completion of Level Two, the students will be able to:

1
Demonstrate a sound knowledge and understanding of the interaction of text and context in a variety of historical periods.

2
Analyse texts in terms of the dramaturgical principles their structure embodies, the response they reflect to specific staging conditions and requirements, and the interaction of stage space and writing style.

3
Show a grasp of basic contemporary critical theory and relevant concepts applied to theatre and drama practice.

4
Show, through the process of analysis, evaluation and research, an inquiring and investigative approach.

5
Work more independently as individuals and in groups, setting realistic goals and be capable of self-evaluation.

6
Show a sound and broad based practical understanding of the staging requirements and relevant theories of staging appropriate for a variety of different periods and a grasp of the varieties of staging skills required for the practical exploration of text.

On completion of Level Three, the students will be able to:

1
Demonstrate a deeper knowledge and understanding of the perspectives, theories and practices of their chosen areas of study, including their specialist options.

2
Analyse texts and performances appropriately in terms of a wide range of appropriate theoretical and practical approaches.

3
Understand relevant contemporary critical theory and concepts applied to theatre and drama practice and policy.

4
Show, through the process of analysis, evaluation and inquiry, an independent and methodologically sound investigative approach.

5
Work independently, setting realistic goals and be capable of self-evaluation.

6
Apply their theoretical and practical knowledge to a variety of theatrical and dramatic situations.

13. Teaching and learning methods and strategies

Level 1 - Teaching and Learning Strategy

Students, at this stage, are taught through a series of lectures and related seminars which serve both to provide a sound grounding in their studies and to stimulate their ability to contribute to critical and analytical debate. They are encouraged to test the fundamental concepts laid before them and to explore and test their studies through practical workshops and presentations. Students are thereby assisted in developing their study skills and academic autonomy within a supportive framework, appropriate to the first year of an Honours degree. 

Level 2 - Teaching and Learning Strategy
Students are mainly taught through a series of lectures and related seminars or practical workshops, which continue both to provide a sound grounding in their studies and to stimulate their ability to contribute to critical and analytical debate. The areas taught through these means are more advanced and newly demanding both intellectually and creatively and require students to undertake personal study in areas unfamiliar to them.  This strategy is intended to reflect the expectations of students at this stage of a degree.  They are also expected to investigate through practical exercises, projects and presentations a variety of historical and contemporary theories and theatrical problems. Students are thereby assisted to sustain and extend their study skills, academic autonomy and intellectual inquisitiveness within a framework which offers support and encourages self-confidence. 

Level 3 - Teaching and Learning Strategy
Students are taught either through lectures and related seminars or through occasional seminars and an increasing emphasis on self-sustained private study such as is appropriate for the third year of a degree. The methodology adopted depends on the content of the module involved. Broadly, where students have to come to terms in groups with significantly new or newly advanced areas of critical, historical or theoretical study the more generally supportive format of lecture and seminar is offered, although with greater emphasis on student-led participation in the seminar process.  Wherever possible, and particularly in the specialist modules, where the emphasis is on advanced development of individual knowledge and skills and intellectual and creative understanding, students will be enabled and required to develop their individual abilities, both to research and to contribute to critical and analytical debate.  Students are, therefore, assisted to sustain and extend appropriately independent study skills, strengthen academic and intellectual autonomy and develop analytical insights in appropriate learning frameworks designed to promote self-critical confidence. 

Level 4 - Teaching and Learning Strategy

Students are overwhelmingly taught individually or in small groups.  The emphasis is on self-sustained, private study. While the precise methodology adopted depends on the content of the module involved, in the specialist modules, the emphasis will remain on advanced development of individual knowledge and skills as well as intellectual and creative understanding. Students will be enabled and required to develop their abilities, both to research and to contribute to debate, within a framework of personally motivated original work or individual visits to host organisations. Completion of the Honours Project will require concentrated, sustained and systematic private study, with occasional tutorial advice. Students are, therefore, required to demonstrate the extended independent study skills, clear academic and intellectual autonomy and appropriate insights and self-critical confidence of an Honours graduate. 

14. Assessment strategies

A wide range of assessment procedures is used across the modular programme, which allows the strengths of the individual student to be displayed.  In general terms, the assessment pattern for each module reflects the learning outcomes and the learning approaches for that module. The various methods of assessment employed are detailed within each of the individual module descriptors.   

Level  One - Assessment



This is designed to draw on probable previous experience and to build confidence in the ability to marshal facts and ideas and to present them coherently. Students are encouraged by using short weekly written exercises preliminary to and alongside essays requiring dramaturgical analysis and commentary. Students further develop autonomous skills by undertaking examination through a series of practical exercises, supported by written commentary.

Level 2 - Assessment
Where new areas of research or study present new challenges, students continue to develop skills in the essay format.  This is intended to develop their skills and confidence as they are prepared for the independent work of the Honours year.  As appropriate, however, they are required to explore alternative means of presenting the results of research, whether by detailed analyses and commentaries, creative production or independent studies of key figures. Drama students continue to develop autonomous skills by preparing  more reflective workshop commentaries throughout the Programme and by undertaking examination through appropriate practical exercises and reflection on them.

Level 3 - Assessment

Students will be assessed by a variety of means intended to reflect the nature of the study undertaken within each module and to provide an overall balance of assessment experience according to the student's own study profile. Theatre History and Theory modules at this level require more advanced analytical and writing skills to successfully respond to their topics. Specialist Options will be assessed by Programme journals or files of original creative work, while the other Specialist Options will be assessed by a combination of general essay and individual study report. Sometimes, students are required to explore alternative means of presenting the results of research or creative explorations, whether by extended essays, essays, detailed analyses and commentaries, independent studies, or the presentation of original creative work.

Level 4 - Assessment
According to the nature of the specialist options, students may be assessed by extended essays and reports, files of original work, case studies or practical presentations. The Honours Project is assessed by dissertation, or report and practical presentation. Student assessment methods can, therefore, be seen to have developed and changed to reflect the intellectual development involved in education towards an Honours degree.

15. Programme structures and features, curriculum units (modules), credits and award requirements (including any periods of placement)
LEVEL 1 

Semester 1

Module Title



Credit

Module Co-ordinator

T1102 Text and Context 1A 

20 
 
Ksenija Horvat

Greek and Roman Theatre

T1104 Drama on Stage 1a 
 
20 

Irvine Allan
T1105 Drama Research Skills1 
10 

Ksenija Horvat

T1113 Making Theatre 1A 

10 
 
Kate Nelson
Semester 2

Module Title



Credit

Module Co-ordinator

T1103 Text and Context 1B 

20 

Ksenija Horvat

Renaissance Theatre

T1114 Making Theatre 1B 

10 

Colin Mortimer
Drama on Stage 1b
  

20

John Dean
Drama Research Skills 2

10

Ksenija Horvat

LEVEL 2 

Semester 1

Module Title



Credit

Module Co-ordinator

T2101 Text and Context 2A 

20 

Ksenija Horvat
European Theatre 1850-1950

T2107 Drama on Stage 2a

20 

John Dean

T2108 Performance Theory 

20 

Steve Cramer (runs across year)

T2114 Making Theatre 2A 

10 

Colin Mortimer
Semester 2

Module Title



Credit

Module Co-ordinator

T2102 Text and Context 2B 

20 

Ksenija Horvat
Anglo American Theatre
Drama on Stage 2b


20

John Dean
T2115 Making Theatre 2B 

10 

John Dean
T2108 Performance Theory 

20 

Steve Cramer (runs across year)

LEVEL 3 

Semester 1

Module Title



Credit

Module Co-ordinator

Core Modules

T3131 Text and Context 3A 

15 

Ksenija Horvat

Non-Western Theatre

T3105 Critical Theory 


20 Credits 
Steve Cramer (runs across year)

Specialism Modules 

T3126 Community Theatre 

60 

Irvine Allan (runs across year)

T3132 Arts Journalism 


60 

Steve Cramer (runs across year)

T3127 Directing 


30

Kate Nelson

T3129 Playwriting 


60

Colin Mortimer

T3140 Contemporary Perf in Action 
30

Bianca Mastrominico

Semester 2

Module Title



Credit

Module Co-ordinator

T3103 Text and Context 3B 

15 

Irvine Allan

20th Century European Theatre

T3164 Independent Research

Project: an Introduction 

10 

TBC

T3105 Critical Theory 


20 Credits 
Steve Cramer (runs across year)

Specialism Modules 

T3126 Community Theatre 

60 

Irvine Allan (runs across year)

T3132 Arts Journalism 


60 

Steve Cramer (runs across year)

Directing 



30

Kate Nelson

T3129 Playwriting 


60

Colin Mortimer

Contemporary Perf in Action  

30

Bianca Mastrominico

LEVEL  4 

Semester 1

Module Title



Credit

Module Co-ordinator

Core Modules

T4102 Language Text and Perf 
10 

Steve Cramer

T4132 Honours Study


40 

TBC

Specialism Modules

T4117 Producing 


60 

Pauline Miller Judd

T4120 Community Theatre 

60 

Irvine Allan

T4121 Directing 


60 

Kate Nelson

T4122 Literary Management 

60 

Ksenija Horvat

T4123 Playwriting 


60 

Colin Mortimer

T4127 Arts Journalism 


60 

Steve Cramer

T4133 Contemporary Perf in Action 
60 

Bianca Mastrominico
Semester 2

Module Title



Credit

Module Co-ordinator

T4105 Arts Policy and Context 
10 

Kate Nelson

 4132 Honours Study 


40 Credits 
TBC
Specialism Modules

T4117 Producing 


60 

Pauline Miller Judd

T4120 Community Theatre 

60 

Irvine Allan

T4121 Directing 


60 

Kate Nelson

T4122 Literary Management 

60 

Ksenija Horvat

T4123 Playwriting 


60 

Colin Mortimer

T4127 Arts Journalism 


60 

Steve Cramer

T4133 Contemporary Perf in Action 
60 

Bianca Mastrominico
16. Criteria for admission

Admission to the BA (Hons) in Drama & Theatre Arts is provided on the basis that there must be a reasonable expectation that the student will be able to attain the award for which he or she has registered.  

The minimum entry requirements for the BA (Hons) Drama & Theatre Arts are as follows:

Candidates must be at least 17 years of age before 1 October of the year of entry and have minimum educational qualifications as follows:

Scottish Certificate of Education - Higher Grade, 4 passes, including Higher English and Standard or Ordinary Grade, 2 passes in other subjects.

GCE & GCSE - Advanced Level, 2 passes and GCSE/Ordinary Level, 3 passes in other subjects including English at grade C or better.

SCOTVEC National Certificate - A certificate of completion of an appropriate group of National Certificate Modules, each application to be considered on its own merits.

BTec ND – in an appropriate subject when offered with at least one A’Level at grade C, or better. 50% grades at Merit, or better.

ACCESS – an accredited Access programme in an appropriate area – grades at an appropriate level.

APL and APEL - Via consultation with appropriate Combined Studies and BA (Hons) in Drama Studies staff and the production of an appropriate portfolio (see para 4.1.4).

Applications are particularly welcomed from students who do not possess formal qualifications and each case will be dealt with on its own merits.

Admission to level I of the programme and to the BA (Hons) in Drama & Theatre Arts requires that the student be acceptable to the programme.  The following criteria may be used to assess such acceptability:

a.
Performance in certified examinations;

b.
Performance on other Programmes within the College;

c.
Other professional or academic achievements of a 
relevant kind;

d.
Interview;

e.
Academic reference;

f.
Completion of written work specially designed by admissions staff.

Credit exemption may be granted for candidates seeking entry both to full and part-time modes of study.  Work experience or previous qualifications may give a student entitlement to exemption from study at level 1.  Each applicant for exemption will be considered individually  in an effort to determine academic potential. 

17. Support for students and their learning
· Personal Academic Tutors

· Personal Development Portfolios

· Student handbooks

· Access to Student Learning Services, Library and IT support
· Access to Student Services: careers, counselling, disability advice

· Representation through Student-Staff Committees

18.
Quality Assurance arrangements
This programme is governed by QMU’s quality assurance procedures. See the QMU website for more detail: http://www.qmu.ac.uk/quality/
Programme 


Specification









