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10. Educational Aims of the programme
· To produce graduates who are articulate and informed by innovative practice. 

· To prepare and develop graduates who have a realistic understanding of the nature and diversity of the theatre and associated creative industries.

· To develop graduates who can critically evaluate a range of genres, texts, historical periods, and performances in order to understand the way  drama works in a variety of contexts.
· To provide students with practical opportunities to explore and develop practice based skills in various key areas

· To develop graduates who understand contemporary theoretical frameworks and utilise these to interrogate theatre history, and also understand how study of history and different genres and performance styles informs our contemporary practice.

· To produce graduates who have the capability to explore and engage with their own creative potential
· To develop students’ intellectual capabilities: analysis and interpretation, critical evaluation, selection and synthesis, reasoned argument, research and problem solving.

· To produce graduates who have a range of generic transferable attributes enabling them to communicate effectively, work individually and in teams to deadlines, be innovative and adaptable to change, to be entrepreneurial in their approach, to manage and reflect on their own learning; and who can contribute and respond effectively to the demands of their chosen profession.

11. Benchmark statements/professional and statutory body requirements covered by the programme

Drama, Dance and Performance Benchmark Statements
12. Learning Outcomes of the Programme

Knowledge And Understanding

· Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the way drama works in a variety of contexts

· Critically understand the contemporary theoretical frameworks and how these can be utilised to interrogate theatre history and practice

· Critically understand how the study of history and different genres and performance styles informs contemporary practices

· Understand, and intellectually engage with, contemporary work on stage (in its broadest meaning) and drama in other media 

· Identify and explore the links between cultural identity, creative expression and application

· Demonstrate intelligent engagement with, and working knowledge of, at least one specialist area

Intellectual Skills

· Critically interpret and evaluate a wide range of texts and performances, practitioners and theorists

· Show evidence of an in depth exploration, practical or theoretical, of an aspect of drama and performance

· Engage critically with key components of performance and the processes of creating performance

· Critically explore and engage with their own creative potential

· Identify and evaluate the cultural frameworks within which performance is created.

Practical / Professional Skills

· Deploy as appropriate practical, creative and critical approaches to the chosen area of special interest 

· Have an informed appreciation of the nature and diversity of the opportunities within the world of work

· Understand appropriate performance vocabularies, techniques, crafts, structures and working methods

· Work creatively within a group to create and stage or otherwise disseminate a performance, text, project or event

· Creatively and critically engage with the skills and processes of production, design and rehearsal by which performance is created

Transferable skills

Make use of a range of transferable skills including the ability to:

· operate independently both academically and practically

· analyse and reflect upon personal practice in relation to theoretical models

· research, synthesise and present complex information in a variety of formats, using appropriate academic conventions

· provide evidence of scholarship in their theoretical and practical work

· be able to work effectively and reflectively in group situations

· utilise appropriate information technology skills, and understand their application and potential within the performing arts. 

· communicate effectively and professionally

· creatively identify and solve problems

13. Teaching and learning methods and strategies

Level 1 - Teaching and Learning Strategy

Students, at this stage, are taught through a series of lectures and related seminars which serve both to provide a sound grounding in their studies and to stimulate their ability to contribute to critical and analytical debate. They are encouraged to test the fundamental concepts laid before them and to explore and test their studies through practical workshops and presentations. Students are thereby assisted in developing their study skills and academic autonomy within a supportive framework, appropriate to the first year of an Honours degree. 

Level 2 - Teaching and Learning Strategy

Students are mainly taught through a series of lectures and related seminars and practical workshops, which continue both to provide a sound grounding in their studies and to stimulate their ability to contribute to critical and analytical debate. The areas taught through these means are more advanced and newly demanding both intellectually and creatively and require students to undertake personal study in areas unfamiliar to them.  This strategy is intended to reflect the expectations of students at this stage of a degree.  They are also expected to investigate through practical exercises, projects and presentations a variety of historical and contemporary theories and theatrical problems. Students are thereby assisted to sustain and extend their study skills, academic autonomy and intellectual inquisitiveness within a framework which offers support and encourages self-confidence. 

Level 3 - Teaching and Learning Strategy

Students are taught either through lectures and related seminars or through occasional seminars and an increasing emphasis on self-sustained private study such as is appropriate for the third year of a degree. The methodology adopted depends on the content of the module involved. Broadly, where students have to come to terms in groups with significantly new or newly advanced areas of critical, historical or theoretical study the more generally supportive format of lecture and seminar is offered, although with greater emphasis on student-led participation in the seminar process.  Wherever possible, and particularly in the elective modules where the emphasis is on advanced development of individual knowledge and skills and intellectual and creative understanding, students will be enabled and required to develop their individual abilities, both to research and to contribute to critical and analytical debate.  Students are, therefore, assisted to sustain and extend appropriately independent study skills, strengthen academic and intellectual autonomy and develop analytical insights in appropriate learning frameworks designed to promote self-critical confidence. 

Level 4 - Teaching and Learning Strategy

Students are increasingly taught individually or in small groups.  The emphasis is on self-sustained, private study. While the precise methodology adopted depends on the content of the module involved, in the specialist modules, the emphasis will remain on advanced development of individual knowledge and skills as well as intellectual and creative understanding. Students will be enabled and required to develop their abilities, both to research and to contribute to debate, within a framework of personally motivated original work or individual visits to host organisations. Completion of the Honours Project will require concentrated, sustained and systematic private study, with supportive tutorial advice. Students are, therefore, required to demonstrate the extended independent study skills, clear academic and intellectual autonomy and appropriate insights and self-critical confidence of an Honours graduate. 

14. Assessment strategies

Assessment methods range from conventional essays by way of reflective diaries, the construction of ‘toolkits’ based on experiential learning, presentations, peer assessment and analysis of case studies to creative project work where understanding of, and engagement with, process is given at least equal status with outcome.  

Assessment by Module

	Modules
	Credit
	Assessment
	%

	LEVEL ONE

All Core
	
	
	

	Play and Performance


	20
	Practical Group presentation

Essay
	50%

50%

	How Theatre Works 


	20
	Practical Group presentation

Performance Evaluations
	50%

50%

	Study Skills 


	20
	In-class exercises

Group Presentation
	70%

30%

	Performance Skills 1
	10
	Practical Group Work
	100%

	Theatre Production Skills  1
	10
	Portfolio consisting of class notes, reflective essay and  independent study material.   
	100%



	The Origins of Theatre


	20
	Group Presentation

Essay
	50%

50%

	Text and Performance  


	20
	Practical presentation

Essay
	50%

50%

	LEVEL TWO

Core
	Content
	Assessment 
	

	Theatre of Ideas and the Stage      


	20
	Group Presentation

Essay
	50%

50%

	Place, Space and Performance    


	20
	Practical Group assessment

Evaluation / report through film documentary
	50%

50%

	Drama and Critical Responses    
	10
	Essay
	100%

	Theatre in the World


	20
	Group Presentation

Essay
	50%

50%

	Theory, Drama and Audiences     
	10
	Essay
	100%

	Performance Project 1


	20
	Practical Group Assessment

Analytical report
	75%

25%

	Electives
	
	
	

	Performance Skills 2
	10
	Practical Group Work
	100%

	Theatre Production Skills 2
	10
	Presentation
	100%

	Scenography


	10
	Group Exercises

Individual design presentation
	50%

50%

	Playwriting / Adaptation
	10
	5 minute play
	100%

	LEVEL THREE

Core
	Content
	Assessment 
	

	British Drama 1945 – 1980    
	10
	Essay
	100%

	The Arts Policy and Funding Context  
	10
	Group assessment of funding applications (including peer assessment)
	100%

	Independent Research Project  


	20
	Presentation with supporting material of proposed project
	100%

	British Drama 1980 to present
	10
	Essay
	100%

	Critical Theory,  Performance & Text   
	10
	Essay
	100%

	Performance Project 2   


	20
	Practical Group Assessment

Analytical Report
	75%

25%

	Electives 
	
	
	

	Contemporary Performance 1
	20
	Live Performances

Performance Portfolio
	50%

50%

	Community Theatre 1


	20
	Coursework

Portfolio / Personal file
	70%

30%

	Page to Stage 1
	20
	A short text based Performance

A Portfolio of reflective work 
	50%

50%

	Arts Journalism 1
	20
	Portfolio
	100%

	Playwriting 1
	20
	A one act play
	100%

	Arts Management 1


	20
	A 2000 word essay on an arts management topic  

A detailed plan for an arts project
	50%

50%

	LEVEL FOUR

Core
	Content
	Assessment 
	

	Performing Scotland      
	20
	Web pages utilising multi-media content
	100%

	Creative Entrepreneurship 
	20
	Presentation of creative initiatives
	100%

	Honours Project 
	40


	Dissertation – 10,000 words Or
Practical project plus 5000 words 
	100%

	Electives 
	Content
	
	

	Contemporary Performance 2
	20
	Live Performances

Performance Portfolio
	50%

50%

	Community Theatre 2


	20
	Coursework

Portfolio / Personal file
	70%

30%

	Page to Stage 2
	20
	Practical presentation of work in progress

Portfolio including a reflective essay
	50%

50%

	Arts Journalism 2
	20
	Portfolio
	100%

	Playwriting 2
	20
	First half of a full length play
	100%

	Arts Management 2
	20
	2000 word essay on an arts management topic  

A weekly journal discussing relevant contemporary arts issues 
	50%

50%

	Contemporary Performance 3
	20
	Live Performances

Analytical Report
	50%

50%

	Community Theatre 3


	20
	Coursework

Portfolio / Personal file
	70%

30%

	Page to Stage 3
	20
	Practical Presentation

Portfolio including a Reflective Essay
	40%

60%

	Arts Journalism 3
	20
	Portfolio
	100%

	Playwriting 3
	20
	Completion of full length play
	100%



	Arts Management 3
	20
	2500 word Essay  

Placement Report  
	50%

50%


15.
Programme structures and features, curriculum units (modules), credits and award requirements (including any periods of placement)
In general, the structure of the Programme is such as to lead the individual student through a series of modules which begin with closely structured Level One teaching strategies which are intended both to provide a phased introduction to the key themes of the degree and to support the student’s development of confidence and ability to address the concerns of the Programme. Students encounter a greater variety of texts and heavier intellectual challenges as they proceed through Levels Two and Three. The teaching emphasis shifts more towards the student’s individual contribution to seminar and other class work and carrying out of varied individual research. The final, Honours, year, Level Four, is predominantly made up of individual study and research. Both teaching and assessment methods are designed to facilitate this through-line of development for the graduate and Honours graduate.

The Programme structure allows the student to study and critically analyse the theoretical concepts supporting individual modules.  The student is required to transfer and synthesise information between modules and subjects and to develop appropriate interpersonal skills.  The syllabus of each module has been designed on the basis of periods of formal contact with academic staff supported by periods of independent learning by the student.  Each module has a set number of formal contact hours and hours of independent student learning.  The proportion of formal contact and independent study varies according to the level of study.  In the latter stages of the Programme, contact time is reduced and the student is required to undertake a greater number of independent learning hours.

The first level introduces students to the fundamental areas of study: dramatic text seen as an expression of, and influence on, its societal, historical, critical and theatrical context, and understanding of the production and creative processes which form the text, in performance and on the page. Students complement these areas of study by exploring in a practical foundation programme areas of dramaturgy and staging, developing to this end their skills in movement, voice and staging as well as skills in theatre production.  

The second level consolidates study in the fundamental areas introduced in Level One: examining text in context in a number of key periods and extending the study of dramaturgical principles by examining actual practice in approaching texts from differing periods. Students are introduced to the challenge of addressing contemporary critical theories concerning theatre and to a number of key concepts including devised and participatory theatre. Students also choose two electives which may support their studies into the third level.

In both of these years there is a focus on collaborative work, in workshops in which students respond to the challenges which different periods of theatre history and different dramatic genres pose. In these they will be supported in finding group based solutions to the creative staging and performing of classic and contemporary genres and texts to which each cohort will bring its own mix of interests and acquired skills – acting, directing, dramaturgy, scenography etc – and which will allow for the sharing of different perspectives and insights. 

The third level builds on the foundations already established, offering advanced studies in specific aspects of twentieth century text in context, detailed dramaturgical studies allowing exploration of varieties of relationship between production style, text and meaning and deeper knowledge of the themes and terminology of contemporary critical thinking. Students continue to complement these areas of study by their practical explorations, now focusing their studies on two elective modules, chosen from available options to meet individual student intellectual and creative needs.

The fourth level in Drama and Performance may be seen as falling into three parts.

· an Honours Project in which students are required to research, largely independently, an aspect of Theatre or Drama and synthesise material from this process into a substantial dissertation or practical presentation and report.

· an advanced individual practical exploration of one of the elective areas of study and skill development selected in Level Three.

· continuing contextual studies exploring issues of cultural identity and creative entrepreneurship.

Students are well prepared for their Honours Project in the stepped programme of increasing independence of learning and sophistication of response over the four levels of the proposed model. Students develop from the in-class and heavily guided work in Study Skills in Level One through the more complex responses required in Drama and Critical Responses in Level Two and Critical Theory, Performance and Text and  the Independent Research Project in Level Three to the Honours Project in Level Four.
16. Criteria for admission

Qualifications

Year 1 Entry

Minimum requirement: SG/GCSE/Irish Ordinary/or equivalent in English and Math at C or above
Higher: 276 tariff points from Higher C and above and/or Advanced Higher - pass in English or Drama should be built into condition if being studied.
LEAPS: Eligible Leaps candidates are advised to attend Summer School.  2 satisfactory reports from LEAPS advisable from the summer school.
A Level: 260 tariff points from A Level/AVCE/AVCE Double award / and AS at grade C as long as 3 A level grades also achieved in different subjects to the AS Level.  Pass in English or Drama should be built into condition if being studied.
Irish Leaving Cert: 288 tariff at Higher level C2 and above - pass in English subjects should be built into condition if being studied.
HNC / HND: HND Performing Arts (other courses possible check with tutor)
International: Qualifications should be checked for equivalency.  Applicants to all years should have IELTS score 6 with listening and reading at  5.5 and writing at 5 or be taught in English.  If English is not the first language, then an essay may be set before decision is made.
International Baccalaureate: Overall score of 28 points
European Baccalaureate: Overall Average 75%
Welsh Diploma: 120 points from Core plus CC at A Level
BTEC: Diploma Grade DMM
Access Course: Refer to tutor

Mature Student:  are welcomed but if do not have traditional qualifications – refer to tutor
Year 2 Entry:  
Refer to tutor . Direct entry students are usually required to have a first year at degree level – 120 credits  or an equivalent qualification

Year 3 Entry






Refer to tutor. Possible under limited circumstances e.g. possession of a Higher Education diploma in an appropriate subject.



Year 4 Entry
Not possible

17.  Support for students and their learning
· Personal Academic Tutors

· Personal Development Portfolios

· Student handbooks

· Access to Student Learning Services, Library and IT support
· Access to Student Services: careers, counselling, disability advice

· Representation through Student-Staff Committees

18.
Quality Assurance arrangements
This programme is governed by QMU’s quality assurance procedures. See the QMU website for more detail: http://www.qmu.ac.uk/quality/
Programme 
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