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Note from the Principal
Alumni and other friends of QMU are an
important part of the university community,
and so it a real pleasure for me to welcome
you to this issue of QM News.

Since joining QMU in September, I have
been focusing on outlining my vision for the
university to staff, and acting as an
ambassador for the university externally. 
I should reassure you that this new vision,
which brings together all the activities of the
university under the theme of relevance, is a
refinement, rather than a complete 
re-working, of our existing strategy. We will
continue to focus on professionally-relevant
courses in a friendly and supportive
atmosphere, and doing research with
immediate, practical impact on people’s
everyday lives.

The new vision will focus around 4 ‘i’s -
inter-professional, inter-disciplinary, industry-
relevant, and international. Staff across the
university are currently working on projects
to make the vision a reality, to enhance the
performance and reputation of the
university, benefitting our current students,
alumni, partners, and the wider community.
If you would like more information on our
plans, please don’t hesitate to contact me
on E: pwend@qmu.ac.uk

Turning to the content of this issue of QM
News, you will find some wonderful
examples of our research, such as our work
with Street Soccer Scotland and the
Play@home project which is helping to
improve the quality of people’s lives. Our
Saving Voices feature also clearly
demonstrates the professional relevance of
QMU’s ground breaking speech research by
having a positive impact on people’s health,
reducing sickness levels in the workplace
and ultimately improving the working
environment.

Our 2kT project, in association with
Edinburgh Napier University, is creating the
perfect opportunity for academics to use
their skills to help businesses with their
development. If QMU can assist your
businesses in any way, please get in touch
with the Head of 2kT.

Of course, it is always wonderful to hear
how well our graduates are doing and the
impact that they are making on society.
Please keep in touch with our Alumni and
Development Office and take the
opportunity to attend some of the wonderful
events that will be taking place at our
campus. I look forward to meeting with
many of you in the months and years to
come.

Dr Petra Wend PhD, FRSA 
Principal and Vice Chancellor
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Front page photo: First Minister, Alex Salmond talks with students Kirstin Russell and Carmen Falla.

Inside cover: First Minister with students (left to right) Sophie Williams, Kirstin Russell, Carmen Falla, 
Amanda Charters.
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